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Internal Revenue Code Section 6103(h)(4)(C) 
Confidentiality and disclosure of returns and return information 

. . . 

(h)  Disclosure to certain Federal officers and employees for purposes of tax administration, etc. 
(1)  Department of the Treasury. 
Returns and return information shall, without written request, be open to inspection by or 
disclosure to officers and employees of the Department of the Treasury whose official 
duties require such inspection or disclosure for tax administration purposes. 

(2)  Department of Justice. 
In a matter involving tax administration, a return or return information shall be open to 
inspection by or disclosure to officers and employees of the Department of Justice 
(including United States attorneys) personally and directly engaged in, and solely for 
their use in, any proceeding before a Federal grand jury or preparation for any proceeding 
(or investigation which may result in such a proceeding) before a Federal grand jury or 
any Federal or State court, but only if- 

(A)  the taxpayer is or may be a party to the proceeding, or the proceeding arose 
out of, or in connection with, determining the taxpayer's civil or criminal liability, 
or the collection of such civil liability in respect of any tax imposed under this 
title; 

(B)  the treatment of an item reflected on such return is or may be related to the 
resolution of an issue in the proceeding or investigation; or 

(C)  such return or return information relates or may relate to a transactional 
relationship between a person who is or may be a party to the proceeding and the 
taxpayer which affects, or may affect, the resolution of an issue in such 
proceeding or investigation. 

(3)  Form of request. 
In any case in which the Secretary is authorized to disclose a return or return information 
to the Department of Justice pursuant to the provisions of this subsection - 

(A)  if the Secretary has referred the case to the Department of Justice, or if the 
proceeding is authorized by subchapter B of chapter 76, the Secretary may make 
such disclosure on his own motion, or 

(B)  if the Secretary receives a written request from the Attorney General, the 
Deputy Attorney General, or an Assistant Attorney General for a return of, or 
return information relating to, a person named in such request and setting forth the 
need for the disclosure, the Secretary shall disclose return or return the 
information so requested. 
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(4)  Disclosure in judicial and administrative tax proceedings. 
A return or return information may be disclosed in a Federal or State judicial or 
administrative proceeding pertaining to tax administration, but only- 

(A)  if the taxpayer is a party to the proceeding, or the proceeding arose out of, or 
in connection with, determining the taxpayer's civil or criminal liability, or the 
collection of such civil liability, in respect of any tax imposed under this title; 
 
(B)  if the treatment of an item reflected on such return is directly related to the 
resolution of an issue in the proceeding; 
 
(C)  if such return or return information directly relates to a transactional 
relationship between a person who is a party to the proceeding and the taxpayer 
which directly affects the resolution of an issue in the proceeding; or 
 
(D)  to the extent required by order of a court pursuant to section 3500 of title 18, 
United States Code or rule 16 of the Federal Rules of Criminal Procedure, such 
court being authorized in the issuance of such order to give due consideration to 
congressional policy favoring the confidentiality of returns and return information 
as set forth in this title. 

 
However, such return or return information shall not be disclosed as provided in 
subparagraph (A) , (B) , or (C) if the Secretary determines that such disclosure would 
identify a confidential informant or seriously impair a civil or criminal tax investigation. 

 
(5)  Withholding of tax from Social Security benefits. 
Upon written request of the payor agency, the Secretary may disclose available return 
information from the master files of the Internal Revenue Service with respect to the 
address and status of an individual as a nonresident alien or as a citizen or resident of the 
United States to the Social Security Administration or the Railroad Retirement Board 
(whichever is appropriate) for purposes of carrying out its responsibilities for withholding 
tax under section 1441 from social security benefits (as defined in section 86(d) ). 
 
(6)  Internal Revenue Service Oversight Board. 

(A)  In general. Notwithstanding paragraph (1) , and except as provided in 
subparagraph (B) , no return or return information may be disclosed to any 
member of the Oversight Board described in subparagraph (A) or (D) of section 
7802(b)(1) or to any employee or detailee of such Board by reason of their service 
with the Board. Any request for information not permitted to be disclosed under 
the preceding sentence, and any contact relating to a specific taxpayer, made by 
any such individual to an officer or employee of the Internal Revenue Service 
shall be reported by such officer or employee to the Secretary, the Treasury 
Inspector General for Tax Administration, and the Joint Committee on Taxation. 
 
(B)  Exception for reports to the board. If- 

(i)  the Commissioner or the Treasury Inspector General for Tax 
Administration prepares any report or other matter for the Oversight Board 
in order to assist the Board in carrying out its duties; and 
 



(ii)  the Commissioner or such Inspector General determines it is 
necessary to include any return or return information in such report or 
other matter to enable the Board to carry out such duties, 

 
such return or return information (other than information regarding taxpayer 
identity) may be disclosed to members, employees, or detailees of the Board 
solely for the purpose of carrying out such duties. 
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