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Internal Revenue Code Section 7422(a) 
Civil actions for refund 

(a)  No suit prior to filing claim for refund. 
No suit or proceeding shall be maintained in any court for the recovery of any internal revenue 
tax alleged to have been erroneously or illegally assessed or collected, or of any penalty claimed 
to have been collected without authority, or of any sum alleged to have been excessive or in any 
manner wrongfully collected, until a claim for refund or credit has been duly filed with the 
Secretary, according to the provisions of law in that regard, and the regulations of the Secretary 
established in pursuance thereof. 
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