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20.1.1.3.2.2.1 (11-25-2011)
Death, Serious lliness, or Unavoidable Absence

1. Death, serious illness, or unavoidable absence of the taxpayer, or a death or serious illness in the taxpayer's
immediate family, may establish reasonable cause for filing, paying, or depositing late for the following:

A. Individual: If there was a death, serious illness, or unavoidable absence of the taxpayer or a death
or serious illness in the taxpayer’'s immediate family (i.e., spouse, sibling, parents, grandparents,
children).

B. Corporation, estate, trust, etc.: If there was a death, serious illness, or other unavoidable
absence of the taxpayer (person responsible), or a member of such taxpayer’s immediate family,
and that taxpayer had sole authority to execute the return, make the deposit, or pay the tax.

2. If someone other than the taxpayer, or the person responsible, is authorized to meet the obligation, consider
the reasons why that person did not meet the obligation when evaluating the request for relief. In the case of
a business, if only one person was authorized, determine whether this was in keeping with ordinary business
care and prudence.

3. Information to consider when evaluating a request for penalty relief based on reasonable cause due to
death, serious illness, or unavoidable absence includes, but is not limited to, the following:

The relationship of the taxpayer to the other parties involved.

The date of death.

The dates, duration, and severity of iliness.

The dates and reasons for absence.

How the event prevented compliance.

If other business obligations were impaired.

If tax duties were attended to promptly when the iliness passed, or within a reasonable period of

time after a death or return from an unavoidable absence.
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