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Internal Revenue Code Section 9832(b) 
Definitions. 
 

 (a) Group health plan.  For purposes of this chapter, the term "group health plan" has the 

meaning given to such term by section 5000(b)(1). 

  

(b) Definitions relating to health insurance.  For purposes of this chapter -- 

   (1) Health insurance coverage. 

      (A) In general. Except as provided in subparagraph (B), the term "health insurance coverage" 

means benefits consisting of medical care (provided directly, through insurance or 

reimbursement, or otherwise) under any hospital or medical service policy or certificate, hospital 

or medical service plan contract, or health maintenance organization contract offered by a health 

insurance issuer. 

      (B) No application to certain excepted benefits. In applying subparagraph (A), excepted 

benefits described in subsection (c)(1) shall not be treated as benefits consisting of medical care. 

   (2) Health insurance issuer.  The term "health insurance issuer" means an insurance company, 

insurance service, or insurance organization (including a health maintenance organization, as 

defined in paragraph (3)) which is licensed to engage in the business of insurance in a State and 

which is subject to State law which regulates insurance (within the meaning of section 514(b)(2) 

of the Employee Retirement Income Security Act of 1974, as in effect on the date of the 

enactment of this section [enacted Aug. 21, 1996]). Such term does not include a group health 

plan. 

   (3) Health maintenance organization.  The term "health maintenance organization" means-- 

      (A) a federally qualified health maintenance organization (as defined in section 1301(a) of 

the Public Health Service Act (42 U.S.C. 300e(a))), 

      (B) an organization recognized under State law as a health maintenance organization, or 

      (C) a similar organization regulated under State law for solvency in the same manner and to 

the same extent as such a health maintenance organization. 
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