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Reg. Section 1.170A-13(b)(1) 
Recordkeeping and return requirements for deductions for charitable contributions 
 

(a)Charitable contributions of money made in taxable years beginning after December 31, 1982. 
(1)In general. If a taxpayer makes a charitable contribution of money in a taxable year 
beginning after December 31, 1982, the taxpayer shall maintain for each contribution one 
of the following. 

(i) A cancelled check. 
(ii) A receipt from the donee charitable organization showing the name of the 
donee, the date of the contribution, and the amount of the contribution. A letter or 
other communication from the donee charitable organization acknowledging 
receipt of a contribution and showing the date and amount of the contribution 
constitutes a receipt for purposes of this paragraph (a). 

(iii) In the absence of a canceled check or receipt from the donee charitable 
organization, other reliable written records showing the name of the donee, the 
date of the contribution, and the amount of the contribution. 

 

(2)Special rules. 
(i) Reliability of records. The reliability of the written records described in 
paragraph (a)(1)(iii) of this section is to be determined on the basis of all of the 
facts and circumstances of a particular case. In all events, however, the burden 
shall be on the taxpayer to establish reliability. Factors indicating that the written 
records are reliable include, but are not limited to: 

(A) The contemporaneous nature of the writing evidencing the 
contribution. 

(B) The regularity of the taxpayer's recordkeeping procedures. For 
example, a contemporaneous diary entry stating the amount and date of 
the donation and the name of the donee charitable organization made by a 
taxpayer who regularly makes such diary entries would generally be 
considered reliable. 
(C) In the case of a contribution of a small amount, the existence of any 
written or other evidence from the donee charitable organization 
evidencing receipt of a donation that would not otherwise constitute a 
receipt under paragraph (a)(1)(ii) of this section (including an emblem, 
button, or other token traditionally associated with a charitable 
organization and regularly given by the organization to persons making 
cash donations). 



 
(ii) Information stated in income tax return. The information required by 
paragraph (a)(1)(iii) of this section shall be stated in the taxpayer's income tax 
return if required by the return form or its instructions. 

 
(3)Taxpayer option to apply paragraph (d)(1) to pre-1985 contribution. See paragraph 
(d)(1) of this section with regard to contributions of money made on or before December 
31, 1984. 

 
(b)Charitable contributions of property other than money made in taxable years beginning after 
December 31, 1982. 

(1)In general. Except in the case of certain charitable contributions of property made after 
December 31, 1984, to which paragraph (c) of this section applies, any taxpayer who 
makes a charitable contribution of property other than money in a taxable year beginning 
after December 31, 1982, shall maintain for each contribution a receipt from the donee 
showing the following information: 

(i) The name of the donee. 
(ii) The date and location of the contribution. 

(iii) A description of the property in detail reasonably sufficient under the 
circumstances. Although the fair market value of the property is one of the 
circumstances to be taken into account in determining the amount of detail to be 
included on the receipt, such value need not be stated on the receipt. 

A letter or other written communication from the donee acknowledging receipt of the 
contribution, showing the date of the contribution, and containing the required 
description of the property contributed constitutes a receipt for purposes of this 
paragraph. A receipt is not required if the contribution is made in circumstances where it 
is impractical to obtain a receipt (e.g., by depositing property at a charity's unattended 
drop site). In such cases, however, the taxpayer shall maintain reliable written records 
with respect to each item of donated property that include the information required by 
paragraph (b)(2)(ii) of this section. 

 
(2)Special rules. 

(i) Reliability of records. The rules described in paragraph (a)(2)(i) of this section also 
apply to this paragraph (b) for determining the reliability of the written records described 
in paragraph (b)(1) of this section. 
(ii) Content of records. The written records described in paragraph (b)(1) of this section 
shall include the following information and such information shall be stated in the 
taxpayers income tax return if required by the return form or its instructions: 

(A) The name and address of the donee organization to which the contribution 
was made. 

(B) The date and location of the contribution. 
 



(C) A description of the property in detail reasonable under the circumstances 
(including the value of the property), and, in the case of securities, the name of the 
issuer, the type of security, and whether or not such security is regularly traded on 
a stock exchange or in an over-the-counter market. 

(D) The fair market value of the property at the time the contribution was made, 
the method utilized in determining the fair market value, and, if the valuation was 
determined by appraisal, a copy of the signed report of the appraiser. 
(E) In the case of property to which section 170(e) applies, the cost or other basis, 
adjusted as provided by section 1016, the reduction by reason of section 170(e)(1) 
in the amount of the charitable contribution otherwise taken into account, and the 
manner in which such reduction was determined. A taxpayer who elects under 
paragraph (d)(2) of §1.170A-8 to apply section 170(e)(1) to contributions and 
carryovers of 30 percent capital gain property shall maintain a written record 
indicating the years for which the election was made and showing the 
contributions in the current year and carryovers from preceding years to which it 
applies. For the definition of the term "30-percent capital gain property," see 
paragraph (d)(3) of §1.170A-8. 
(F) If less than the entire interest in the property is contributed during the taxable 
year, the total amount claimed as a deduction for the taxable year due to the 
contribution of the property, and the amount claimed as a deduction in any prior 
year or years for contributions of other interests in such property, the name and 
address of each organization to which any such contribution was made, the place 
where any such property which is tangible property is located or kept, and the 
name of any person, other than the organization to which the property giving rise 
to the deduction was contributed, having actual possession of the property. 
(G) The terms of any agreement or understanding entered into by or on behalf of 
the taxpayer which relates to the use, sale, or other disposition of the property 
contributed, including for example, the terms of any agreement or understanding 
which- 

(1) Restricts temporarily or permanently the donee's right to use or dispose 
of the donated property, 
(2) Reserves to, or confers upon, anyone (other than the donee 
organization or an organization participating with the donee organization 
in cooperative fundraising) any right to the income from the donated 
property or to the possession of the property, including the right to vote 
donated securities, to acquire the property by purchase or otherwise, or to 
designate the person having such income, possession, or right to acquire, 
or 

(3) Earmarks donated property for a particular use. 
 

(3)Deductions in excess of $500 claimed for a charitable contribution of property other 
than money. 

(i) In general. In addition to the information required under paragraph (b)(2)(ii) of 
this section, if a taxpayer makes a charitable contribution of property other than 
money in a taxable year beginning after December 31, 1982, and claims a 



deduction in excess of $500 in respect of the contribution of such item, the 
taxpayer shall maintain written records that include the following information 
with respect to such item of donated property, and shall state such information in 
his or her income tax return if required by the return form or its instructions: 

(A) The manner of acquisition, as for example by purchase, gift bequest, 
inheritance, or exchange, and the approximate date of acquisition of the 
property by the taxpayer or, if the property was created, produced, or 
manufactured by or for the taxpayer, the approximate date the property 
was substantially completed. 
(B) The cost or other basis, adjusted as provided by section 1016, of 
property, other than publicly traded securities, held by the taxpayer for a 
period of less than 12 months (6 months for property contributed in 
taxable years beginning after December 31, 1982, and on or before June 6, 
1988) immediately preceding the date on which the contribution was made 
and, when the information is available, of property, other than publicly 
traded securities, held for a period of 12 months or more (6 months or 
more for property contributed in taxable years beginning after December 
31, 1982, and on or before June 6, 1988) preceding the date on which the 
contribution was made. 

(ii) Information on acquisition date or cost basis no available. If the return form or 
its instructions require the taxpayer to provide information on either the 
acquisition date of the property or the cost basis as described it paragraph 
(b)(3)(i)(A) and (B), respectively, of this section, and the taxpayer has reasonable 
cause for not being able to provide such information, the taxpayer shall attach an 
explanatory statement to the return. If a taxpayer has reasonable cause for not 
being able to provide such information, the taxpayer shall not be disallowed a 
charitable contribution deduction under section 170 for failure to comply with 
paragraph (b)(3)(i)(A) and (B) of the section. 

 
(4)Taxpayer option to apply paragraph (d)(1) and (2) to pre-1985 contributions. See 
paragraph (d)(1) and (2) of this section with regard to contributions of property made on 
or before December 31, 1984. 

 


