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Reg. Section 1.274-5(j)(2)
Substantiation requirements.

(1) Authority for optional methods of computing certain expenses —

(1) Meal expenses while traveling away from home. The Commissioner may establish a
method under which a taxpayer may use a specified amount or amounts for meals while traveling
away from home in lieu of substantiating the actual cost of meals. The taxpayer will not be
relieved of the requirement to substantiate the actual cost of other travel expenses as well as the
time, place, and business purpose of the travel. See paragraphs (b)(2) and (c) of this section.

(2) Use of mileage rates for vehicle expenses. The Commissioner may establish a method
under which a taxpayer may use mileage rates to determine the amount of the ordinary and
necessary expenses of using a vehicle for local transportation and transportation to, from, and at
the destination while traveling away from home in lieu of substantiating the actual costs. The
method may include appropriate limitations and conditions in order to reflect more accurately
vehicle expenses over the entire period of usage. The taxpayer will not be relieved of the
requirement to substantiate the amount of each business use (i.e., the business mileage), or the
time and business purpose of each use. See paragraphs (b)(2) and (c) of this section.

(3) Incidental expenses while traveling away from home. The Commissioner may
establish a method under which a taxpayer may use a specified amount or amounts for incidental
expenses paid or incurred while traveling away from home in lieu of substantiating the actual
cost of incidental expenses. The taxpayer will not be relieved of the requirement to substantiate
the actual cost of other travel expenses as well as the time, place, and business purpose of the
travel.
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